
State Type Law  Year 

Protection Language     
 

ALABAMA Constitutional  Ala. Const., Amendment 5  2014 

Hunting and Fishing 

 
The people have a right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, including by the use of traditional 
methods, subject to reasonable regulations, to promote wildlife conservation and management, 
and to preserve the future of hunting and fishing. Hunting by the public and fishing by the public 
shall be the preferred means of managing and controlling wildlife. This amendment shall not be 
construed to modify any provision of law relating to eminent domain, trespass, or property rights.   
   

ARKANSAS Constitutional  Ark. Const. Amendment 88, §1  2010 

Hunting and Fishing 

 
(a) (1) Citizens of the State of Arkansas have a right to hunt, fish, trap, and harvest wildlife.      
(2) The right to hunt, fish, trap, and harvest wildlife shall be subject only to regulations that 
promote sound wildlife conservation and management and are consistent with Amendment 
35 of the Arkansas Constitution. (b) Public hunting, fishing, and trapping shall be a preferred 
means of managing and controlling nonthreatened species and citizens may use traditional 
methods for harvesting wildlife. (c) Nothing in this amendment shall be construed to alter, 
repeal, or modify:  (1) Any provision of Amendment 35 to the Arkansas Constitution;  (2) Any 
common law or statute relating to trespass, private property rights, eminent domain, public 
ownership of property, or any law concerning firearms unrelated to hunting; or  (3) The sover-
eign immunity of the State of Arkansas.    
  

CALIFORNIA Constitutional  Cal. Const., Art. 1, §25  1910 

Fishing

 
Statutory The people shall have the right to fish upon and from the public lands of the State 
and in the waters thereof, excepting upon lands set aside for fish hatcheries, and no land 
owned by the State shall ever be sold or transferred without reserving in the people the 
absolute right to fish thereupon; and no law shall ever be passed making it a crime for the 
people to enter upon the public lands within this State for the purpose of fishing in any water 
containing fish that have been planted therein by the State; provided, that the legislature may 
by statute, provide for the season when and the conditions under which the different species 
of fish may be taken.    
 

FLORIDA Both: Consutitional / Statutory  Fla. Const., Artl. 1 § 28 / Fla. Stat. §379.104  2024   
                                                                                          

Hunting and Fishing

  
Statutory: The Legislature recognizes that hunting, fishing, and the taking of game are a 
valued part of the cultural heritage of Florida and should be forever preserved for Floridians. 
The Legislature further recognizes that these activities play an important part in the state’s 
economy and in the conservation, preservation, and management of the state’s natural 
areas and resources. Therefore, the Legislature intends that the citizens of Florida have a 
right to hunt, fish, and take game, subject to the regulations and restrictions prescribed by 
general law and by s. 9, Art. IV of the State Constitution.  Consititional: Fishing, hunting, and 
the taking of fish and wildlife, including by the use of traditional methods, shall be preserved 
forever as a public right and preferred means of responsibly managing and controlling fish 
and wildlife. This section does not limit the authority granted to the Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission under Section 9 of Article IV.  
  
 

STATE “RIGHT TO HUNT AND FISH” PROTECTIONS

NSSF® FAST FACTS

(Constitutional)

2/25



GEORGIA BOTH Constitional / Statutory  Ga. Const., Art. I, §1, Para. XXVIII / Ga. Code Ann. § 27-1-3(a)  2006 

Hunting and Fishing  

Constitutional: The tradition of fishing and hunting and the taking of fish and wildlife shall be 
preserved for the people and shall be managed by law and regulation for the public good. 
Statutory: The General Assembly recognizes that hunting and fishing and the taking of wild-
life are a valued part of the cultural heritage of the State of Georgia. The General Assembly 
further recognizes that such activities play an essential role in the state’s economy and in 
funding the state’s management programs for game and nongame species alike, and that 
such activities have also come to play an important and sometimes critical role in the biologi-
cal management of certain natural communities within this state. In recognition of this cultural 
heritage and the tradition of stewardship it embodies, and of the important role that hunting 
and fishing and the taking of wildlife play in the state’s economy and in the preservation and 
management of the state’s natural communities, the General Assembly declares that Georgia 
citizens have the right to take fish and wildlife, subject to the laws and regulations adopted 
by the board for the public good and general welfare, which laws and regulations should be 
vigorously enforced. The General Assembly further declares that the state’s wildlife resourc-
es should be managed in accordance with sound principles of wildlife management, using all 
appropriate tools, including hunting, fishing, and the taking of wildlife.   
  

IDAHO Constitutional  Idaho Const., Art. I, §23 2012 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The rights to hunt, fish and trap, including by the use of traditional methods, are a valued 
part of the heritage of the State of Idaho and shall forever be preserved for the people and 
managed through the laws, rules and proclamations that preserve the future of hunting, 
fishing and trapping. Public hunting, fishing and trapping of wildlife shall be a preferred 
means of managing wildlife. The rights set forth herein do not create a right to trespass on 
private property, shall not affect rights to divert, appropriate and use water, or establish any 
minimum amount of water in any water body, shall not lead to a diminution of other private 
rights, and shall not prevent the suspension or revocation, pursuant to statute enacted by the 
Legislature, of an individual’s hunting, fishing or trapping license.    
  

INDIANA Constitutional  Ind. Const., Art. I, §39  2016 

Hunting and Fishing

  
(a) The right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife: (1) is a valued part of Indiana’s heritage; and (2) 
shall be forever preserved for the public good. (b) The people have a right, which includes 
the right to use traditional methods, to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, subject only to the laws 
prescribed by the General Assembly and rules prescribed by virtue of the authority of the 
General Assembly to: (1) promote wildlife conservation and management; and (2) preserve 
the future of hunting and fishing. (c) Hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means of man-
aging and controlling wildlife. (d) This section shall not be construed to limit the application of 
any provision of law relating to trespass or property rights.   
  

KANSAS Constitutional  Kan. Const., §21  2016 

Hunting and Fishing

  
Right of public to hunt, fish and trap wildlife. The people have the right to hunt, fish and trap, 
including by the use of traditional methods, subject to reasonable laws and regulations that 
promote wildlife conservation and management and that preserve the future of hunting and 
fishing. Public hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means of managing and controlling 
wildlife. This section shall not be construed to modify any provision of law relating to tres-
pass, property rights or water resources.   
  

KENTUCKY Constitutional  Ky. Const., §255A  2012 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The citizens of Kentucky have the personal right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, using traditional 
methods, subject only to statutes enacted by the Legislature, and to administrative regulations ad-
opted by the designated state agency to promote wildlife conservation and management and to 
preserve the future of hunting and fishing. Public hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means 
of managing and controlling wildlife. This section shall not be construed to modify any provision of 
law relating to trespass, property rights, or the regulation of commercial activities. 



LOUISIANA Constitutional  La. Const., Art. I, §27  2004 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The freedom to hunt, fish, and trap wildlife, including all aquatic life, traditionally taken by 
hunters, trappers and anglers, is a valued natural heritage that shall be forever preserved for 
the people. Hunting, fishing and trapping shall be managed by law and regulation consistent 
with Article IX, Section I of the Constitution of Louisiana to protect, conserve and replenish 
the natural resources of the state. The provisions of this Section shall not alter the burden 
of proof requirements otherwise established by law for any challenge to a law or regulation 
pertaining to hunting, fishing or trapping the wildlife of the state, including all aquatic life. 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed to authorize the use of private property to hunt, 
fish, or trap without the consent of the owner of the property.   
  

MINNESOTA Constitutional  Minn. Const., Art. XIII, §12 1999 

Hunting and Fishing 

 
Hunting and fishing and the taking of game and fish are a valued part of our heritage that 
shall be forever preserved for the people and shall be managed by law and regulation for the 
public good.     
 

MISSISSIPPI Constitutional  Miss. Const., Art. III, §12A  2014 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The people have the right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife, including by the use of traditional 
methods, subject only to laws and regulations that promote wildlife conservation and man-
agement and that preserve the future of hunting and fishing, as the Legislature may pre-
scribe by general law. Public hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means of managing and 
controlling wildlife. This section may not be construed to modify any provision of law relating 
to trespass, property rights, the regulation of commercial activities or the maintenance of 
levees pursuant to Article 11.     
 

MONTANA Constitutional  Mont. Const., Art. IX, §7  2004 

Hunting and Fishing  The opportunity to harvest wild fish and wild game animals is a heritage that shall forever be 
preserved to the individual citizens of the state and does not create a right to trespass on 
private property or diminution of other private rights.    
  

NEBRASKA Constitutional  Neb. Const., Art. XV, § 25 2012 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The citizens of Nebraska have the right to hunt, to fish, and to harvest wildlife, including by 
the use of traditional methods, subject only to laws, rules, and regulations regarding partici-
pation and that promote wildlife conservation and management and that preserve the future 
of hunting, fishing, and harvesting of wildlife. Public hunting, fishing, and harvesting of wildlife 
shall be a preferred means of managing and controlling wildlife. This section shall not be 
construed to modify any provision of law relating to trespass or property rights. This section 
shall not be construed to modify any provision of law relating to Article XV, section 4, Article 
XV, section 5, Article XV, section 6, or Article XV, section 7 of this constitution.    
  

NEW HAMPSHIRE Statutory  NH Rev. Stat. Ann. §207:58   

Hunting and Fishing

  
The legislature finds it is in the best interests of the state and its citizens to regulate, protect, 
restore, and conserve the wildlife resources of the state under a uniform scheme of manage-
ment through the fish and game department. It is the intent of the general court to explicitly 
reaffirm the state’s long-standing exclusive authority and jurisdiction over the wildlife of the 
state as established by title XVIII. The general court further finds that it is in the best inter-
est of the state and its citizens that the fish and game department recognize, preserve, and 
promote our special heritage of hunting, fishing, trapping, and wildlife viewing by providing 
opportunities to hunt, fish, trap, and view wildlife in accordance with title XVIII.   
  



NORTH CAROLINA Constitutional  N.C. Const. Art. I, §38 2018 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The right of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife is a valued part of the State’s heri-
tage and shall be forever preserved for the public good. The people have a right, including 
the right to use traditional methods, to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, subject only to laws 
enacted by the General Assembly and rules adopted pursuant to authority granted by the 
General Assembly to (i) promote wildlife conservation and management and (ii) preserve the 
future of hunting and fishing. Public hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means of manag-
ing and controlling wildlife. Nothing herein shall be construed to modify any provision of law 
relating to trespass, property rights, or eminent domain.   
  

NORTH DAKOTA Constitutional  N.D. Const., Art. XI, §27 2000 

Hunting and Fishing

  
Hunting, trapping, and fishing and the taking of game and fish are a valued part of our her-
itage and will be forever preserved for the people and managed by law and regulation for 
the public good.     
 

OKLAHOMA Constitutional  Okla. Const., Art. II, §36  2008 

Hunting and Fishing

  
All citizens of this state shall have a right to hunt, fish, trap, and harvest game and fish, 
subject only to reasonable regulation as prescribed by the Legislature and the Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.  The Wildlife Conservation Commission shall have the power and 
authority to approve methods, practices and procedures for hunting, trapping, fishing and 
the taking of game and fish.  Traditional methods, practices and procedures shall be allowed 
for taking game and fish that are not identified as threatened by law or by the Commission.  
Hunting, fishing, and trapping shall be the preferred means of managing game and fish that 
are not identified as threatened by law or by the Commission.  Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to modify any provision of common law or statutes relating to trespass, emi-
nent domain, or any other property rights.   
  

RHODE ISLAND Constitutional  R.I. Const., Art. 1, §17 1844 

Fishing

The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishery, and the 
privileges of the shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter and 
usages of this state, including but not limited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of sea-
weed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore; and they shall be 
secure in their rights to the use and enjoyment of the natural resources of the state with due 
regard for the preservation of their values; and it shall be the duty of the general assembly 
to provide for the conservation of the air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral and other natural 
resources of the state, and to adopt all means necessary and proper by law to protect the 
natural environment of the people of the state by providing adequate resource planning for 
the control and regulation of the use of the natural resources of the state and for the preser-
vation, regeneration and restoration of the natural environment of the state.    
  

SOUTH CAROLINA Constitutional  S.C. Const., Art. 1, §25  2010 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The traditions of hunting and fishing are valuable parts of the state’s heritage, important for 
conservation, and a protected means of managing nonthreatened wildlife. The citizens of 
this State have the right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife traditionally pursued, subject to 
laws and regulations promoting sound wildlife conservation and management as prescribed 
by the General Assembly. Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any private 
property rights, existing state laws or regulations, or the state’s sovereignty over its natural 
resources.     
 



TENNESSEE Constitutional  Tenn. Const., Art. XI, §13 2010 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The citizens of this state shall have the personal right to hunt and fish, subject to reasonable 
regulations and restrictions prescribed by law. The recognition of this right does not abrogate 
any private or public property rights, nor does it limit the state’s power to regulate commer-
cial activity. Traditional manners and means may be used to take non-threatened species.  
   

TEXAS Constitutional  Tex. Const. Art. 1, §34  2015 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The people have the right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, including by the use of traditional 
methods, subject to laws or regulations to conserve and manage wildlife and preserve the 
future of hunting and fishing. Hunting and fishing are preferred methods of managing and 
controlling wildlife. This section does not affect any provision of law relating to trespass, 
property rights, or eminent domain. This section does not affect the power of the legislature 
to authorize a municipality to regulate the discharge of a weapon in a populated area in the 
interest of public safety.     
 

UTAH Constitutional  UT. Const. Art. 1 § 30 2020 

Hunting and Fishing

  
(1)  The individual right of the people to hunt and to fish is a valued part of the State’s 37 her-
itage and shall be forever preserved for the public good. (2)  The right under Subsection (1) 
includes the right to use traditional methods to hunt  and to fish, subject only to statute, and 
rules and regulations adopted as provided by statute, to:  (a)  promote wildlife conservation 
and management; (b)  provide reasonable regulation of hunting and fishing activities; and (c)  
preserve the future of hunting and fishing. (3)  Public hunting and fishing shall be the pre-
ferred means of managing and controlling wildlife.  (4)  This section does not affect: (a)  the 
law relating to trespass or property rights; (b)  the State’s sovereign authority over the State’s 
natural resources; or (c)  the State’s obligation to manage lands granted to the State under 
the Enabling Act.    
 

VERMONT Constitutional  VT. Const., Ch. 2, §67  1777 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The inhabitants of this State shall have liberty in seasonable times, to hunt and fowl on the 
lands they hold, and on other lands not inclosed, and in like manner to fish in all boatable 
and other waters (not private property) under proper regulations, to be made and provided 
by the General Assembly.    
 

VIRGINIA Constitutional  Va. Const., Art. XI, §4  2000 

Hunting and Fishing
  

The people have a right to hunt, fish, and harvest game, subject to such regulations and 
restrictions as the General Assembly may prescribe by general law.    
  

WISCONSIN Constitutional  Wis. Const., Art. I, §26  2003 

Hunting and Fishing
  

The people have the right to fish, hunt, trap, and take game subject only to reasonable re-
strictions as prescribed by law.     
 

WYOMING Constitutional  Wyo. Const., Art. I, §38  2012 

Hunting and Fishing

  
The opportunity to harvest wild bird, fish and game is a heritage that shall forever be pre-
served to the individual citizens of the state and does not create a right to trespass on private 
property, diminish other private rights or diminish the duty of the state to manage wild bird, 
fish and game in such a manner that ensures adequate populations and sustained use.   
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