
If hunters’ use of traditional ammunition was adversely 
impacting bird populations, raptor and bald eagle numbers 
wouldn’t be soaring, as they have been.

We wonder if ABC overstated its case here on wind 
turbines just as it did when it joined with the Center for 
Biological Diversity in petitioning the Environmental 
Protection Agency to ban traditional ammunition and lead 
fishing tackle. That petition was rejected, too. A ban on 
traditional ammunition is unwarranted for several reasons: 
use of traditional ammunition does not cause a human 
health risk nor negatively impacts bird populations; at the 
same time, a ban would result in increased ammunition 
costs, reducing hunter numbers and also funding for 
conservation.

“The USFWS estimates that a minimum of 10 Billion birds 
breed in North America. Fall populations may be on the 
order of 20 Billion.” 
Source: USFWS Migratory Bird Mortality Report 2002

“The greatest threat to birds, and all wildlife, continues to 
be loss and /or degradation of habitat due to human devel-
opment and disturbance.” 
Source: USFWS Migratory Bird Mortality Report 2002

“The biggest threats to birds in the United States and 
globally are habitat loss and degradation due to human 
actions.” 
Source: American Bird Conservancy website 2011
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To read more about the National Shooting Sports Foundation’s position on 
traditional ammunition, visit www.nssf.org/factsheets.

The U.S. Department of the Interior last week rejected a petition filed on behalf of the American Bird Conservancy (ABC) 
to establish a mandatory permitting system for wind farm projects. Collisions, whether involving wind turbines, buildings 
or glass, are among the leading causes of bird mortality and far exceed incidences of lead ingestion from traditional 
ammunition (ammunition containing lead components), which at 0.7 percent barely registers, as the chart below illustrates.
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OVERSTATING THEIR CASE ON BIRD MORTALITY

Sources: USFWS, ABC, NWTF, Sibley Guides.

Estimated three billion bird deaths annually. Report created 7/2011.

*Other causes include: wind farms, oil spills, wastewater pits, urban 
light, by-catch, disease, weather, starvation, natural predation & natural 
causes. 

CAUSES OF ANNUAL BIRD MORTALITY
estimated percentage breakout


