NAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
Tuly 12, 2003

Majority Leader Bill Frist
S-230 United States Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majonity Leader Frist:

In the early days of World War I, President Franklin Roosevelt foresaw that America “must be
the great arsenal of democracy.” Americans rose to that challenge, producing unprecedented
quantities of arms, not only for U.S. forces but also for our allies around the world.

That tradition continues today, during our Global War on Terror. In 2004-2003, the United
States—the only major world power without a government firearms factory of its own—has
contracted to buy over 200,000 rifles, pistols, machine guns, and other small arms for our
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines. In addition, the U.S. Army alone uses about 2 billion
rounds of ammunition each year—about half of it made by private industry. Those guns and
ammunition are made in the U.S. and provide good jobs for hardworking Americans.

Unfortunately. our military suppliers are in danger. Anti-gun activists have taken to the courts to
promote their agenda of more restrictive gun control. The very same companies that arm our
men and women on the front line against terrorism have been sued all over the country, where
plaintiffs blame them for the acts of criminals,

These lawsuits defy all the rules of traditional tort Jaw. While many have been rejected in court.
even one verdict for plaintiffs would risk irreparable harm to a vital defense industry.

These are some of the reasons I have cosponsored S. 397, the Protection of Lawful Commerce in
Arms Act. This bill would protect America’s small arms industry against these lawsuits. while
allowing legitimate, recognized types of suits against companies that make defective products, or
against gun dealers who break the law.

We urge you to help safeguard our “great arsenal of democracy” by bringing S. 397 to the Senale

floor before the August recess, and working to pass it without any amendments that would
jeopardize its speedy enactment into law.

Sincerely,










