STATE OF ARKANSAS
MIKE HUCKABEE
GOVERNOR

Apil 13, 2000

The Honorable Eliot Spitzer
Attorney General

Office of the Attorney General
The Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Dear General Spi’czer:

I have received your letter of March 16, 2000 inviting me to join in your effort to encourage
-various—state—and- loeal- governments -to- award law enforcement gun contracts only to gun
manufacturers agreeing to a “Code of Conduct” which dictates various business practices, safety
features, ma.rlzetm.g strategies, etc.,. for both gun menufacturers and gun dealers at the w_}_x_qlesale

and Temil few vel'“ 1§ fmust’y 'spectﬁ:ﬂy clec].me your-invitation.

rrsblet—me-say—xﬂlneheved -'the safety of my constituents were truly tl'le issue, T woulcl lJe muich
more considerate of your request. But we are not hvmg in a country flooded with “unsafe” guns.
It is their i]]egal use that enﬂangers us — and that must be addressed 'l:ln:ough vigorous criminal

‘prosecution.

Providing for gun safety locks is one thing and, in truth, only a small part of your “Code of
Conduct.” However, dmtatmg how many guns a purchaser is allowed to take home on one clay,
banmng sales at gun shows and prol:u]nhng a minor from even entering a gun store without 2
parent or guardian are parts of a polltxcal agenda, not a push for “gun safety.” Couphng the
safety 1ssue with a strict regulahon of business practices is merely a maneuver to advance a

decidedly pohhcal agenda under the guise of * ‘public safety.”

I am a strong proponent and defender of Americans’ Second Amenclment right to keep and Lea.r '
arms. | also make every effort to be a responsible manager of my constituents’ tax dollars. [ ask
the director of the Arkansas State Police to make purchasing and requisition decisions based on
quallty, service and price.. [ will not ask him to award a lucrative government contxact’in order to
further a pohhcal agen&a gearerl at controﬂmg and ult:mately cles’croymg the firearms industzy. I
want Arkansas State Troopers to protect our citizens and themselves usmg the best guns
available, not guns {mm the most pohhca]ly correct” manufacturer,
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In 1999, I mgnecl into law an act prolu]:d:mg Azkansas’ local governments from suing firearms
manufacturers seelung compensation fori injuries and deaths resultmg from the Jﬂegal use of tl:ese
companies products To hold the gun mclus‘cry accountable for crime is like lmldmg our nation’s
farmers liable for the healthcare costs associated with o]:esﬂ:y “The desire of some to blame the
gdun manufacturers for crime rather than prosecute criminals seems to me a sacuy m1sgu1ded -
attempt at protecting our citizens. It is also a rather tlm:.ly veiled attempt to w.hfy and control
those who engage in a business which is emmen’cly Iegal and necessary, yet not parhcularly smiled
upon by the current administration in ,Waslu.ngton I thank God previous administrations
understood and apprecu.ted not only the sanctity of the Second Amendment, but its necessity, as

well.

Gun manufacturers make the Second Amendment a wa.ble nght rather than some theoretical
proposition. | will not abuse my autl:tonfy as Governor to pursue their demxse or dictate then:

business practices thoudh coercion.

So the answer is a definite “ no,” [ will not seek the caplt-u]aton of firearm manufacturers tllrough
the use of asinine lawsuits or. the &ollng out of taxpa.yer-{-unclecl government contracts. [ regret’
that you feel either of these tactics to be worthwhile encleavors

' Sincerely yours,
_ Mike Huckabee
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