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McGruff on Gun Safety

INTRODUCTION

McGruff on Gun Safety was developed by the National Crime

Prevention Council in association with the National Shooting

Sports Foundation.  The video and discussion guide are designed

to help you educate young people on the proper course of action

when encountering a firearm.  This discussion guide will help you

focus your students’ attention on the themes and messages of the

video and help develop a learning dialog among the class partici-

pants.  With themes like safety, responsibility and understanding

right from wrong, this program will help young people better

understand that firearms are not “toys” and help them make the

right decisions should they come across a firearm in their home, at

a friend’s or even at school.

OBJECTIVES

u Students will consider the dangerous consequences of playing

with guns.

u Students will know what to do if they find a gun or see another

child handling one.

THEMES

. Safety

. Injury prevention

. Responsibility

. Right from wrong
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OVERVIEW

Guns are not toys and children should never play with guns.

In this program McGruff the Crime Dog has a heart-to-heart talk

with his devoted nephew Scruff about gun safety and alerts him to

the danger of playing with guns.  He urges Scruff to do the right

thing if he ever sees a gun in the hands of children: leave the area and

tell a responsible adult.

Scruff tells his uncle that a friend, Jimmy, has found his

father’s gun in a closet and wants the neighborhood kids to come

over and see it.  McGruff immediately reacts, telling Scruff that

children shouldn’t even touch a gun without adult supervision.  He

points out the big difference between make-believe guns that kids

see on television and real-life guns that can hurt people.

McGruff says that even toy guns must be handled with care:

never aim a toy gun at someone because that person might think it’s a real

gun. McGruff also points out that BB guns are not toy guns and

that a BB can injure a person if used improperly.

Scruff and his friends learn that it is never right to settle an

argument with a gun.

Finally, McGruff advises his young nephew to listen to his own

feelings: if any situation feels wrong, then it probably is wrong.
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VOCABULARY

Review the meanings of responsible and supervision.  Ask students

to define these terms in their own words.  Ask for examples of

responsible adults (parents, teachers, law enforcement officers)

and responsible behavior.  Ask for examples of things that 

should be done only with adult supervision.

DISCUSSION BEFORE VIEWING

u Ask students if they know the difference between toy guns and

real guns. List various types of toy guns on the board, e.g., squirt

guns, cap guns.  Do not accept “BB” gun” as an example of a toy

gun; a BB gun can do considerable harm.

u Ask students to name some bad things that could happen when

children handle real guns.

u Just before showing McGruff on Gun Safety, set a purpose for

viewing by asking students if they know anyone or know about

anyone who has handled a gun without parental consent and

the supervision of a qualified, responsible adult, or anyone who

has caused injury with a gun.
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DISCUSSION AFTER VIEWING

u How would you feel if you accidentally shot someone?  

u How did Diego feel after shooting Teresa? 

u What did McGruff advise Scruff to do when Jimmy invited him

over to see a gun he had found?  (Don’t go to Jimmy’s under any

circumstances, and if you ever find a gun, tell a responsible

adult.)

u What would you do if one of your friends wanted to settle a score

with a gun? Did Kendra and Jason do the right thing in walking

away? Why did Kendra want to tell her Uncle Mark? (Uncle Mark is

a qualified, responsible adult who will know what to do.)

u What is the only time a child should handle a gun?  (Only with

parental consent and with the supervision of a qualified, responsible

adult, such as at summer camp.)

u When Michael found the gun, why did Jamul tell him not to play

with it? (Guns are not toys.)  Did Jamul do the right thing in

telling his mom about the gun Michael had found?

u Even toy guns should be handled with respect. What was the

important rule McGruff suggested about handling toy guns? 

(Never point a toy gun at anyone; they might think it’s real.)

4



ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

McGruff notes that a speeding bullet travels 850 feet per second.

Ask students if they know how long a second is. Show them how to

count off seconds by saying, “a thousand and one, a thousand and

two…” Have the class count off 10 seconds in this manner, in unison,

snapping their fingers once per second. Remind them that a bullet

can go 850 feet in the time it takes to say, “A thousand and one.”

On the playground, have students measure off 100 feet; estimate

850 feet to give children an idea of how far and fast a bullet travels.

Have students write a letter to McGruff telling him what they

learned from McGruff on Gun Safety. Use the writing process

throughout. Begin by “brainstorming” for ideas and noting these

on the chalkboard. Have students in small groups read each other’s

letters for spelling, grammar, punctuation and content. Then make

beautifully finished drafts. The letters may be forwarded to McGruff

on Gun Safety c/o NSSF, 11 Mile Hill Rd, Newtown, CT 06470.

Ask students to role-play possible situations involving a gun,

such as those presented in McGruff on Gun Safety. A chalk eraser

could take the part of a gun found in a closet or backpack. In small

groups or pairs, have students re-enact situations in which a child

finds a gun or brings one to school; fellow students react responsi-

bly, discouraging him or her from playing with the gun and alerting

an adult.

Have students complete the McGruff Pledge and take them

home to their families. 
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McGRUFF® ON GUN SAFETY
Personal Promise To My Family and Friends

Today I watched a program called “McGruff¨ The Crime Dog On Gun Safety” that has helped
me understand how to be safe around guns. I want to join McGruff and his nephew Scruff¨ and
promise to do the following:

• I Promise, I will not handle guns without permission from my parents or guardian.

• I Promise, I will never play with guns.

• I Promise, If I find gun, I will not touch it; I will leave the area and tell a grown-up about it

right away.

• I Promise, I will never bring a gun to school, and I will tell my teacher or another adult
about anyone who brings a gun to school, or threatens to bring a gun to school.

I,______________________________ ,join McGruff and Scruff in following these simple rules

to be safe around guns.

Parent’s Acknowledgement__________________________________ Date ____________





LENGTH

15 Minutes  

SUBJECT AREAS

Safety Education

AUDIENCE

Grade Levels: Kindergarten – 6

®

TAKE A BITE OUT OF

®

National Crime Prevention Council

National Shooting Sports Foundation
11 Mile Hill Road

Newtown, CT 06470
P: 203/426-1320
F: 203/426-1087




